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AIMS

 Develop a conceptual framework to represent
the different scales of mobility experienced by
children in West Africa

e |dentify advantages & disadvantages of
different forms of mobility for different
dimensions of child well-being

* Examine the scale of some types of mobility in
selected populations
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Presentation Notes
Cadre conceptuuel pour representer la diversite des mobilites que vivent les enfant en afrique occidentale
identifier des vatages et des desavantages des differentes mobilites pour des dimensions diverse du bien-etre de l’enfant
Au meme temps indiquer l’echelle de quelques formes de mobilite en Afrique occidentale


Black et al. (2011) The effect of environmental change
on human migration GEC 21S
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Avant de reflechir sur la mobilite des enfants il faut reflechir au contexte plus elargi de mobilite – dans lequel se trouve les enfants.
J’ai commence avec une communication par Black et al qui examiner la validite du concept  de ‘refugie de l’environnment ‘

Ils ont montre qu’on ne peut pas separer ce qui est environmentale de beaucoup d’autre moteurs de migration

J’ai trouve leur papier utile au point de vue conceptuelle a cause du fait qu’ils

Montre la necessite de concevoir toute une gamme de motivations pour des migrations et des mouvement et non pas un seule
Ils font une synthese de beaucopup de recherche des disciplines differents
Ils montrent que les memes conducteurs peuvent a la fois empechent les migrations et les movements et donc 


Cette approche est limitee parce que
A comprends seulement la migration
b. c’est plutot un modele individuel (bien que les caracteristiques du menage soient compris)
c.  Elle exclue ceux pour les quels les decisions sont prises – eg enfants

Donc je commence par ce modele et je le developpe




- Dimensions of mobility (focus on West Africa)

scale population “community” Household / individual
family

Need to distinguish

Production system:

examples ~ Forced migratior.wz _ Pastoral nomadism  Migration Adults / children
Hamlet agriculture Dependents
Migration

As in Black et al.

Family
reconfiguration

Schooling/training
/apprenticeships
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Je reflechi sur les dimensions diverses de la mobilite

A quelle exhelle se situe le mouvement (pas une liste exhaustive)


Toute la population? – usually catastrophe / crisis (eg forced migration because of conflict)
‘communite’ – les groupes plus grand que des menages
	souvent lie au systeme de production – elevage, peche nomade a cause de la distribution aleatoire des ressources (paturages)
	
Menage / famille (ici le modele de Black fonctionne bien   

Individuelle  types of individual:  adults / children or possibly Independents / dependents.  
Les individus que decident de se deplacer et ceux pour qui les decisions de mobilite sont prises par des autres.


- Dimensions of mobility (focus on West Africa)

scale population “community” Household / individual
family
Fear/ : Economic Family /kin Skills acquisition
Motivation| safety/ E;Stil;:tlon employme/nt transformation schoolinqg
compu (Black et al) Death / divorce / | | Quranic school
Ision marriage apprenticeship
obligations
fostering

Physical survival / economic survival
Economic /social improvement
Fulfilling social expectations / obligations normality
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Quels sont le motivations (les moteurs) pour le movement? – exemples (not meant to be exhaustive)

peur – again forced migration / conflict
system de production  la seul maniere d’exploiter l’environnement naturel (eg Sahel , kalahari)
Economique  (again Black et al’s framework for migration)
Famille, la parente  toute la gamme :  mariage / divorce, conflit, confiage, les personnes agees (Ouaga)
Acquerir les metiers / la scolarisation – surtout secondary schooling (schools mainly in urban areas) – also quranic schools, apprenticeships

En somme:
Les motivations de la SURVIE, de l’amelioration  et les activites ‘normales’ ce qu’on fait.


Household /
family

Dimensions of mobility (focus on West Africa)

individual

Family /kin
transformation
Death / divorce /
marriage
obligations
fostering

Skills acquisition
schooling
Quranic school
apprenticeship

scale population “community”
Fear/ : E ic /
< .- production conomic
Motivation| safety/ ystem employment
compu (Black et al)
Ision
Benefits | Survival / Success (increased
access to new wealth / economic
resources security)
Capitals physical / financial

natural

Increased breadth & .
. . Skills
density of social
networks
social human
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Les benefices de la mobilite

Livelihoods:  moyens de subsistence:  conceptualisation des capitaux differents physique, naturel, financiere, social humaine.  

Excellent outil a utiliser pour reflechir aux couts et benefices de la mobilite


.

scale

Motivation| safety/

Benefits

Costs

Capitals

Dimensions of mobility (focus on West Africa)

population

“community”

Fear/

production Economic /
employment

Household / individual

family
Family /kin Skills acquisition
transformation schooling
Death / divorce / | | quranic school
marriage apprenticeship
obligations
fostering

Increased breadth & Skills
density of social

system

compu (Black et al)

Ision
Survival: Success (increased
access to new wealth / economic
resources security
Loss of land / .

Economic failure /

access to overty / destitution
resources / P y
unfamiliar
environment

physical / financial

natural

networks
Alienated from social Inappropri
networks / ate skills in

truncated social NWs / | | new envt

isolation

social human
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Les couts de la mobilite (souvent les contraires des benefices)


' Dimensions of mobility (focus on West Africa)
Further issues

1. Different types of movements can be
occurring simultaneously for different types

of people
2. Different degrees of agency over mobility:
3. Timescale for costs and benefits:
e immediate may be very different to long

term
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1.	eg  pastoral nomads moving camp every few days in wet season.  At same time children of recently divorced mother may move to live with father – who has a very different transhumance trajectory
	parents go on labour migration to neighbouring country (eg ivory Coast): take 2 children with them, send boy to live with a brother in Mali to go to school and girl to work as domestic in capital city.

Nous sommes tous conscients de beaucoup d’exemples pareilles – mais comment les conceptualiser?  Comme nomade, comme enfant echange entre parents?  Comme famille de migrant international ou enfant confie?

2.  Differents niveaux de AGENCY = pouvoir d’action et de decision
	
adult men may be making decisions for wives and children
	household heads may be making decisions for young adults
	mothers / other  may making decisions about children

3. L’echelle temporelle – comment faire le bilan du court term et du long terms vis a vis les couts et les benefices de la mobilite 





Different types of movement occurring simultaneously for different
types of people

Production
system
‘mobility
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Esayant de mettre ensemable toute la typologie des mouvements


Different types of movement occurring simultaneously for different
types of people

Production
system
mobility




~Different types of movement occurring simultaneously for different

types of people

Production
system
mobility

Indiviqual mobility

Child/

Infant\x\>
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Une maniere de conceptualiser l’interaction


Agency over mobility

e Fully informed
* Ability to move (physical and resources)
* Control over decision making

Stratified by age and gender (and class)

Children — least agency
— Lack information
— Unable to access resources
— Not usually decision makers
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Pouvoir d’action et de decision sur leur mobilite

On peut avoir des situations comme pour les eleveurs nomades:  il y a des envois que cherchent les paturages 


Les hommes commandent le  chargement des chameaux  et on bouge.  La plupart de la population ne participent pas dans la decision – les femmes, les enfants.   


Children’s agency over mobility
stratified by age and gender

Family / household mobility: Extra familial / extra household
child accompanies child mobility
 Production system mobility ¢ Family transformation
e Household migration (divorce / death)

— Conflict * Fostering

— Economic e ‘long term ‘visiting’:
 Maternal migration developing social / human

capital or reducing stress?
e Schooling
e Quranic schooling

e ?precocious marriage
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En general l’enfant n’a pas de pouvoir d’action sur ces mouvements – que ca soit au niveau du menage ou niveau individuel (y compris mariage des jeunes filles)

Mais que font ces mouvements diverses pour le bine etre de l’enfant


S
Tamasheq household level mobility: MRS 2000-1

Tinaman Ejef Nomadic Groups
new sedentary site  Adminstrative centre
end after late after end after late after end after late after

hot rain cold wet rain hot rain cold wet rain hot rain cold wet rain

Legend

present

present but moved in between
absent (but knew where they were)
not found (no info on whereabouts)
not looked for

found somewhere else

Motivations for household
level movement

1. pastoralist activities (needs
of herd)

2. Move because don’t get on
with others in the community
3. long term visits to kin
elsewhere
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Exemple de l’echelle de mobilite:

57 menages Tamasheq suivi pendant une annee:

Site soi-disant sedentaire
Petit village administratif
Deux groups nomades.

Niveau MENAGE:

Site 3/20 households n’ont pas bouger pendant l’annee
17/30 se sont deplace au moins une fois

Centre adminstrative – le plus stable

Les nomades (evidemment) le plus mobile

Motivations de mobilite
1. plus important – les besoins des animaux
2.  des querelles / disputes avec d’autres
3.  Les longues visites aux parents ailleurs

Mais ceci est au niveau du menage – des fois c’etait difficile de comprendre si le menage etait la ou non a cause de recomposition

Regardons maintenant au niveau des enfants


Tamasheq Individual child mobility 2000-1: MRS

Girls under 10

1

2(T[T[T|T|T|T|T|T|T|T|T|T|T|T|T|T[V VIV|V|VIVIVIV|V|V|V|V[KIBIBIBIE| T|T|T|T|T|T|T| T
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Boys under 10

1
73 8 A A A R A R v|viv|viv|viv|vv|vivlvivivivlviviv|oslT{T|T{T|T]T|T]T|T
3(7(T|T(T]s N[5 15 Y A R Y A Y
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Girls 10-16
1 Present (found)
2[1|7|T]7[T]AA s{BlvViMMMMT]T{T|T[T
3(7(TlT i e R Y Y e Absent
altlt I7l7[t|T 1|7

changed household

Boys 10-16 . labour related absence
1 | temporary absence in another household
2(1([T]T|T]T|T]T[s|V[w v{VIVIH[E[T[T]T|T]T[T
s[tlrlr VTTTHTTSSVT Ttr|r(r transhumance
4T VIVITIT TT|T T|TiTTT household moved house elsewhere
A agriculture H moved house to another site
B Bella — joined master J Journey T transhumance
C to parents for birth K moved to live with other kin V Visit
D Accompany Divorced Mother M married W work

E quranic school S school related
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Another way to look at child mobility:
MRS but looking at individual children w/I households
Again underestimation of mobility - especially between rounds
Each column is a child (although not necc same person making in between round movements)

Considerable individual mobility - most marked for older girls
Lot of transhumance mobility - but many other motives too
Underestimate when hh couldn’t be found bec was transhuming, 
                          - assumption that child was still there - might well have gone visiting

Only 4/70 girls under 10 did not move over the year
1  out 80 boys did not move
3/34 girls 10-16 did not move
4/40 boys 10-16 did not move.



% children present

Population Tamasheq du Mali, 2000-2001

Figure 3. Presence of children by wealth of household
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Plus les enfants etait d’origine de famille riches plus il bougeait


" Committee on the Rights of the Child

Fortieth session, 2005

...the Committee wants to emphasize that all necessary
measures should be taken to prevent the separation of the
child from his/her family of origin. In that regard the
Committee refers to the previous paragraphs on the
importance of the family environment and the need to provide
parents with the support they need in the performance of
their parental responsibilities.

...La comite veut souligner que toute action possible soit prise

afin d’empecher la separation de I'enfant de sa famille
d’origine.....
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Quel est le contexte international des droits de l’enfant?

the document does specifically recognise diverse ‘family’ forms, including extended families and the rights of grandparents, 

BUT  heavy emphasis on the benefits of co-residence of parents and their biological children 

Si on prend ce document comme principe conducteur le nombre considerable d’enfants africaines qui sont separes de leurs parents peut etre percu comme peu souhaite. 


Dimensions of child well being
Long term (adolescent/adult)

Short term

Survival (mortality rates)

Nutritional status
(malnutrition)

Material well being
— Housing / clothing

‘childhood’

— Companions (other children)
— Not working

— Absence of sexual / physical
abuse

— Sense of security
Education

— ? Schooling
— ? Quranic school

— ? Learning from others

Survival (mortality rates)
health status

Material well being
Social belonging
Physical belonging

Training for adult
independence /work /
production

— ? Schooling

— ? Quranic school

— ? Learning from others

Social network
— Peers
— kin
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N’est pas une liste exhaustive – mais quelques idees / domaines:mais

Le court terme est tres different de long terme:  par long terms j’imagine la fin de l’adolescence ou des jeunes adultes

Y-t-il des formes de mobilite qui sont peut-etre assez nuisible pour l’enfant oblige d’aller ailleurs mais qui, a long terme seront benefique (au moins selon certains criteres)  Differents priorites par ceux qui ont le pouvoir de decision.

Aussi faut reconnaitre qu’il y a des fortes possibilites d’une ethnocentrisme ici – de l’enfance ideale 




Impact of childhood mobility on short term
well being: can we generalise?

Type of mobility Nutrition / | Material Child- schooling | Non school
health wellbeing | hood learning



Impact of childhood mobility on short term
well being: can we generalise?

Type of mobility Nutrition / | Material Child- schooling | Non school
health wellbeing | hood learning

Production system

selection selection But....
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Production system mobility
Survival / nutrition  Kenya – evidence that nomad children better off than sedentary children of same ethnic groups.  Strong selection pressure – sedentarised because lack of resources
Material wellbeing – if measured in terms of electrical goods (fridge /TV etc) or quality of housing – inevitably worse because incompatible with movement
Non school learning – surrounded by and living production system – learning about environment where things are and how to survive there.

Forced migration – depends on relative services in destination:  Tuareg children in Mauritania refugee camps – HUGE decline in mortality from previous life – increase in health services
Similalry increase in schooling

Household labour migration: very dependent on success of parents.  In short term possibly detrimental.  Only probable benefit – access to schooling




'S
Mali 1998: census data

Percentage nomad children currently in education by
sex and nomad classification

18
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E c 14
3% 12
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8 © 6
5
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2 |

O |

6-9 10-14 15-19 20-24 25-29 30-34 35-39
Age

Male: from household declared as nomad, from nomad

Female: language group but no mobile production

Male: From household declared as nomad and with at least
Female: one member practicing mobile production activity
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Recensement de 1998:  menages classfies comme nomade mais beaucoup d’erreurs:  reclassification selon langue maternelle (Tamasheq, Maure, Bozo, peulh) et par activites des membres du menage.

Deja par langue (c’est a dire ethnie) – participation  tres limitee dans la scolarisation.  
Si le menage pratique des activites economiques qui demandent une vrai mobilite  5% garcons et 3 % de filles vont a l’ecole.

MAIS les enfants font un apprentissage des metiers / des connaissances etc qui sont necessaires pour practiquer ce systeme de production.


Impact of childhood mobility on short term
well being: can we generalise?

Type of mobility Nutrition / | Material Child- schooling | Non school
health wellbeing | hood learning

Production system

selection selection But....

forced migration + / _ _ _ _ .|./_ .
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Forced migration – depends on relative services in destination:  Tuareg children in Mauritania refugee camps – HUGE decline in mortality from previous life – increase in health services
Similalry increase in schooling





Impact of childhood mobility on short term
well being: can we generalise?

Type of mobility Nutrition / | Material Child- schooling | Non school
health wellbeing | hood learning

Production system

selection selection But....
forced migration + / _ _ _ _ .|./_ .
Household labour + / _ + / _ + / _ _ + —

migration
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Household labour migration: very dependent on success of parents.  In short term possibly detrimental.  Only probable benefit – access to schooling




Impact of childhood mobility on short term
well being: can we generalise?

Type of mobility Nutrition / | Material Child- schooling | Non school
health wellbeing | hood learning

Production system

selection selection But....
forced migration + / _ _ _ _ .|./_ .
Household labour
+ / - + / - + / - - + --
migration / / /
Child alone: p) p) .|./_ - ? ?

Family change
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Impact of childhood mobility on short term
well being: can we generalise?

Type of mobility Nutrition / | Material Child- schooling | Non school
health wellbeing | hood learning

Production system

selection selection But....

forced migration + / _ _ _ _ .|./_ .
Household labour

+ / - + / - + / - - + --
migration / / /
Child alone: p) p) .|./_ - ? ?
Family change | ' . '
Foster / confiage ? _ +/- - +/- +/-
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®
Impacts of migration study: Senegal

Fostering emerged as theme — gendered dimensions
of child and adult wellbeing

. ﬁussi guand ma grande sceur m'élevait, il y
Male discourse a certains personnes qui disent que le
confiage c'est difficile, mais moi, je n'ai
jamais eu de problemes avec ma grande
— Apprenticeship sceur, parce que quand on m'a confiée chez
o . ma grande sceur elle n'avait pas d'enfants
— Employment / acquiring skills Elle m'a élevée comme sa propre fille. Je

n'ai jamais eu des problemes chez elle.

Female discourse
— Whether were cared for / Iov%

— Quality of upbringing

— Schooling

— Whether treated equally / fairly

— Negative impact on schooling C'est le travail de ma grande sceur qui
a detruit ma scolarisation et un

apprentissage a l'école coranique.
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Male (themselves / their sons / their nephews)

Women – their discourse


Impact of childhood mobility on short term
well being: can we generalise?

Type of mobility Nutrition / | Material Child- schooling | Non school
health wellbeing | hood learning

Production system

selection selection But....

forced migration + / _ _ _ _ .|./_ .
Household labour

+ / - + / - + / - - + -
migration / / /
Child alone: p) p) .|./_ - ? ?
Family change | ' . '
Foster / confiage ? _ +/- - +/- +/-
schooling ? + ? - ++ —-

selection


Presenter
Presentation Notes




AN
OMNO M
O < I N
O o0~ OO
O n O
AN OO <T I~

= e

Vv
_H_.m:u..
R
H B BN

S1-ET
£1-9
9-£
L=

- Gao

ST-ET
£1-9
9-C
=

ST-E1
£1-9
9-C
L=

S1-ET
cl-9
5-&
L=

south — Mopti — Tombouctou

“Distribution of children by region, age and relationship to head of household
Mali census 1998



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Quel est l’echelle des enfants qui se deplacent de leur famille:  assez difficile de quantifier.
Recensement – donnees sur le lien avec le chef de menage.  Ici on voit que des que les enfants grandissent le plus frequent que le chef de menage n’est pas un parent (mais leur parent est peut-etre dans le menage – on n’en sait rien)

La plupart des enfants sont dans les menages ou leur parent et chef:  mais les chiffres de ceux qui ne le sont pas sont grand




Impact of childhood mobility on short term
well being: can we generalise?

Type of mobility Nutrition / | Material Child- schooling | Non school
health wellbeing | hood learning

Production system

selection selection But....

forced migration + / _ _ _ _ .|./_ .
Household labour

+ / - + / - + / - - + --
migration / / /
Child alone: p) p) .|./_ - ? ?
Family change | ' . '
Foster / confiage ? _ +/- - +/- +/-
schooling ? + ? - ++ —-

selection

Quranic school P __ _ _ _ +
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Short term well being  - large amount of negatives or ambivalence

Beaucoup de negatives.


Impact of childhood mobility on longer term well
being (as adolescent / young adult):

Type of mobility Material Social Belong- Economic
wellbeing | capital Independe

Production system

But....

forced migration + / _ _|_/_ P P . _/?
Household labour ? ?

+ / - + / - + / - r - +r
migration / / /
Child alone: P P _|_/_ + _|_/? ?
Family change ] ' ' .
Foster / confiage p) P _|_/_ + _|_/_ ++
schooling ++ + + _/_|_ - +
Quranic school P D _ ++ + ?
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Note change in last three categories

Can see many more positives here – especially in social capital




Conclusions
Huge amount of child mobility

— Probably very poorly captured by conventional sources of data

Children probably have very little agency over different
forms of mobility

Eurocentric perspective
— Much mobility not good for child: lose their ‘childhood’

Human Rights perspective

— Not good for child — right to be with family of origin

BUT — many forms of child mobility could have very
positive benefits in adult life

— Skills (human capital)
— Social networks (social capital)
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